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  1 .... New Years’s Day  

  1 .... Gantan-Sai (Shinto) 

  5 .... Guru Gobind Singh's Birthday (Sikh)  

  6 .... Epiphany (Christian, Anglican Christianity) 

  6 .... Three King’s Day (Christian)  

  7 .... Christmas (Christian Orthodox) 

  8 .... Baptism of the Lord (Anglican Christianity; Catholic)  

13 .... Lohri (Hindu, Sikh) 

14 .... Makar Sankranti (Hindu) 

14 .... New Year (Christian Orthodox) 

15 .... World Religion Day (Bahai) 

19 .... Timkat/Theophany (Christian Orthodox) 

19 .... Sultan (Bahai) 

23 .... Chinese New Year (Buddhism) 

28 .... Basant Panchami (Hindu) 

JANUARY 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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National Black History Month (USA) 

 

  2 ........ Candlemas Day (Christian)  

  2 ........ Groundhog Day (USA, Canada) 

  2 ........ Imbolc (Wicca) (also Imbolg) 

  2-3 ..... Setsubun Sai (Japan) 

  4 ........ Malad un-Nabi: Birthday of Prophet Muhammad (Islam) 

  7 ........ Mulk (Baha’i) 

  7-8 ..... Tu B’Shevat (Jewish) 

12 ........ Lincoln’s Birthday (USA) 

12 ........ NAACP Founded (USA) 

14 ........ Race Relations Day (USA) 

14 ........ Valentine’s Day (USA) 

15 ........ Nirvana Day (Buddhism) 

15 ........ Martin Luther King Day Jr’s Birthday (USA) 

17-25 ... Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week (Christian, Jewish) 

20 ........ President’s Day (USA) 

20 ........ Shivratri (Hindu) 

21 ........ Shrove Tuesday (Christian) 

22 ........ Ash Wednesday – Lent Begins (Christian, Catholic) 

22-26 ... Losar (Buddhism) 

26 ........ Intercalary – thru March 1st (Bahai) 

27 ........ Clean Monday/The Great Fast (Christian Orthodox)  

FEBRUARY 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL  OBSERVANCES 
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Deaf History Month (USA) 

Greek-American Heritage Month (USA) 

Irish-American Heritage Month (USA) 

Mental Retardation Awareness Month (USA) 

National Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Awareness Month (USA) 

National Multiple Sclerosis Education and Awareness Month (USA) 

 

  1 ........ Eagle Dances-American Indian (USA) 

  2 ........ Ala – Fast Begins (Bahai) 

  7-8 ..... Purim (Jewish)  

  8 ........ Holi (Sikh, Hindu) 

  9 ........ Hola Mohalla (Sikh) 

16-20 ... Gahambar Hamaspathmaedem (Zoroastrian) 

17 ........ St. Patrick's Day (USA) 

19 ........ St. Joseph’s Day (Christian) 

20 ........ Eostre (Wicca) 

20 ........ Shunki-Sorei-Sai (Shinto) 

21 ........ Now Ruz (Zoroastrian, Baha’i) 

23 ........ Chetra Navratras (Hindu)  

25 ........ Annunciation (Christian) 

26 ........ Birth of Prophet Zarathustra (Zoroastrian)  

MARCH 2012 

RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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  1 ......... Palm Sunday (Catholic, Christian) 

  1 ......... All Fools Day (Canada, England, UK, USA) 

  1 ......... Ram Navami (Hindu) 

  5 ......... Maundy Thursday (Christian) 

  5 ......... Mahavira Jayanti (Jain) 

  6 ......... Good Friday (Christian) 

  6-14 ... Pesach/Passover (Jewish) 

  8 ......... Easter (Christian)  

  8 ......... Palm Sunday  (Christian Orthodox) 

  9 ......... Easter Monday (Christian) 

12 ......... Holy Thursday ( Christian Orthodox)  

13 ......... Good Friday ( Christian Orthodox) 

14 ......... Baisakhi (Sikh, Hindu) 

15 ......... Pasha/Easter (Catholic, Christian Orthodox) 

16 ......... Easter Monday (Christian Orthodox) 

16 ......... Yaqui Deer Dance for American Indians (USA) 

18-19 ... Yom Hashoah: Holocast Memorial Day (Jewish National Day) 

20 ......... National Day of Silence for Gay and Lesbians (USA) 

21 ......... Feast Of Ridvan (Baha’i) 

22 ......... Earth Day (International Celebration) 

23 ......... The Great Sabbath-Begins at sundown. (Christian Orthodox)   

24 ......... Akshaya Tritya (Jain) 

25 ......... Administrative Professionals Day (USA) 

26 ......... Gathering of Nations Powwow (U.S. Native American) 

27 ......... National Arbor Day (USA) 

28 ......... Jamal (Bahai) 

30 ......... Gahambar Maidyozarem (Zoroastrian) 

APRIL 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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  1 .......... Beltane (Wicca) 

  5 .......... Cinco de Mayo (Mexico) 

  6 .......... Wesak (Buddhism) 

  7-13 .... National Deaf Awareness Week 

10 .......... Golden Spike Day for Asian Americans (USA) 

13 .......... Mothers Day (USA) 

17 .......... Azamat (Baha’i) 

17 .......... Ascension (Christian) 

20 .......... Armed Forces Day (USA) 

23 .......... Declaration of Bab (Baha’i) 

24 .......... Ascension  (Christian Orthodox) 

26-28 .... Shavuot (Jewish) 

27 .......... Pentecost   (Christian) 

28 .......... Memorial Day (USA) 

29 .......... Ascension of Bahai’u’llah (Baha’i) 

MAY 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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Gay and Lesbian Pride Month (USA) 

 

  3 ....... Pentecost (Christian Orthodox) 

  5 ....... Nur (Baha’i) 

  7 ....... Corpus Christi (Roman Catholic) 

  8-10 .. Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival (USA) 

10 ....... Race Unity Day (National) 

14 ....... Flag Day (USA) 

16 ....... Martydom of Guru Arjan Dev (Sikh) 

17 ....... Fathers Day (USA) 

19 ....... Juneteenth (USA) 

20 ....... Litha (Wicca) 

24 ....... San Juan Day (Puerto Rican)  

28 ....... Stonewall Rebellion Day (Gay & Lesbian) 

29 ....... Gahambar Maidyoshem (Zoroastrian) Through -July 3 

JUNE 2012 
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  1 ...... Canada Day (Canada) 

  4 ...... Independence Day (USA) 

  4 ...... Wassana (Buddhist) 

  5 ...... Independence Day – (Venezuela) 

  6 ...... Dalai Lama’s Birthday (Tibet) 

  9 ...... Martyrdom of the Bab (Baha’i) 

13 ...... Katimat (Baha’i) 

16 ...... Umi no hi (Japan) 

20 ...... Ramadan Begins (Islam) 

24 ...... Pioneer Day (USA) 

28-29 Tisha B’Av (Jewish) 

30 ...... Oh-Harai-Taisai (Shinto) 

31 ...... Feast of St. Ignatius Loyola (Spain) 

JULY 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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  1 ....... Lugnasad (Wicca) 

  1 ....... Kamal  (Bahai) 

  2 ....... Raksha Bandhan (Hindu) 

  8-17 . Fravardeghan (Zoroastrian) 

10 ....... Janmashtami (Hindu) 

14 ....... Laylat al-Qadr (Islam) 

14 ....... Obon Festival (Japanese) 

14 ....... Pakistan’s Independence Day (Pakistan) 

15 ....... Assumption (Christian) 

15 ....... Paryushana-Parva (Jain) 

15 ....... Independence Day (India, South  Korea, Republic of Congo) 

18 ....... Now-Ruz – Shenshai (Zoroastrian) 

19 ....... Eid-ul-Fitr (Islam) 

20 ....... Asma (Baha’i) 

24 ....... Birth of Prophet Zarathustra – Shenshai (Zoroastrian) 

26 ....... Women’s Equality Day (USA) 

31 ....... Solidarity Day (Poland) 

AUGUST 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 

Back to top. . . 

Baha’i 

Christian 

Hindu 

Islam 

Jain 

Wicca 

Zoroastrian 

Cultural & 

National 

Holidays 



 

Developed by Dr. Patreese Ingram and Colleen Bloom, Department of Agricultural and Extension Education 

10 

Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15) 

Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month 

 

  3 ............... Labor Day (USA) 

  8 ............... Izzat (Baha’i) 

  9 ............... Grandparents Day (USA) 

11 ............... Patriot Day (USA) 

12 ............... Gahambar Paitishahem (Zoroastrian) 

15 ............... National Hispanic Heritage Month Begins (USA) through Oct. 15th   

16-18 ......... Rosh Hashanah/New Year (Jewish) 

19 ............... Ganesh Chaturthi (Hindu) 

20 ............... Samvatsari (Jain) 

20 ............... Dashalakshani-Parva (Jain) 

22 ............... Autumn Feast for American Indian (USA) 

22 ............... Mabon (Wicca) 

22 ............... Octoberfest (Germany) 

23 ............... Shubun no hi (Shinto) 

25-26 ......... Yom Kippur (Jewish) 

27 ............... Mashiyyat (Baha’i) 

29 ............... Ananta-Chaturdasi (Jain) 

30 ............... Harvest Moon Festival (Chinese Thanksgiving) 

30 ............... Ksamavni (Jain) 

30 ............... Pavarana (Buddhist) 

31-Oct. 7 ... Sukkot—Feast of Booths (Jewish) 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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Diversity Awareness Month (USA) 

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month (USA)  

National Mental Illness Month (USA) 

 

  1 ....... Kathina (Buddhist) 

  2 ....... Gahdhi Jayant  (Hindu)   

  7-8 ... Shemini Atzeret (Jewish) 

  8 ....... Columbus Day (USA) 

  8-9 ... Simchat Torah (Jewish) 

11 ....... National Coming out Day (USA) 

12 ....... Gahambar Ayathrem begins (Zoroastrian) 

12 ....... Confucius’s Birthday ( China, Taiwan) 

16 ....... ‘llm (Baha’i) 

16 ....... National Boss’s Day (USA, Canada) 

16 ....... Navratri (Hindu) 

20 ....... Durga Puja (Hindu) 

20 ....... Birthday of the Bab (Bahai) 

21 ....... Saraswati Puja (Hindu) 

24 ....... Dussehra (Hindu)  

25 ....... Day of Hajj (Islam) 

26 ....... Eid-ul-Adha (Islam) 

31 ....... Samhain (Wicca) 

31 ....... Halloween (USA) 

OCTOBER 2012 

HOLY AND CULTURAL OBSERVANCES 
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American Diabetes Month (USA) 

Epilepsy Awareness Month (USA) 

National Aids Awareness Month (USA) 

 

  1 .... All Saints’ Day (Christian) 

  2 .... Dia de los Muertos - Day of the Dead (Mexico) 

  2 .... All Souls Day (Christian) 

  2 .... Karva Chauth (Hindu) 

  4 .... Qudrat (Baha’i)  

11 .... Veterans Day (USA) 

12 .... Birth of Baha’u’llah (Baha’i) 

13 .... Mahavira Nirvana (Jain) 

13 .... Diwali (Sikh, Hindu) 

15 .... 1st Muharram-Islamic New Year (Islam) 

20 .... Transgender Day of Remembrance (USA) 

22 .... Thanksgiving (USA) 

23 .... Qawl (Baha’i) 

24 .... Ashura (Islam) 

24 .... Martyrdom of Guru Teg Bahadur (Sikh) 

26 .... Day of Covenant (Baha’i) 

28 .... Guru Nanak’s Birthday (Sikh) 

28 .... Lokashah Jayanti (Jain) 

28 .... Ascension of  Abdul l-Bahaj (Bahai) 

30 .... St. Andrew’s Day (Scotland) 

NOVEMBER 2012 
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  1 ......... Worlds Aids Day (USA) 

  1 ......... Rosa Park’s Day (USA) 

  2 ......... First Sunday of Advent (Christian) 

  6 ......... St. Nicholas Day (Christian) 

  8 ......... Feast of Immaculate conception (Christian) 

  8 ......... Bodhi Day (Buddhist) 

  8-16 ... Hanukkah (Jewish) 

10 ......... Human Right’s Day (UN) 

12 ......... Masail (Baha’i) 

12 ......... Guadalupe Day (Mexico) 

13 ......... Santa Lucia Day (Sweden) 

15 ......... Bill of Rights Day (USA) 

21 ......... Yule (Wicca) 

21 ......... Tohji-Tasai (Shinto) 

25 ......... Christmas Day (Christian) 

26 ......... Boxing Day (Canada, U.K) 

26 ......... Death of Prophet Zarathustra (Zoroastrian) 

26 ......... Kwanzaa (African-American/Canadian) through January 1st 

31 ......... Gahambar Maidyarem (Zoroastrians) 

31 ......... Sharaf (Baha’i) 

DECEMBER 2012 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Baha’i   

01/15/12 .. World Religion Day 

01/19/12 .. Sultan  

02/07/12 .. Mulk 

02/26/12 .. Intercalary  

03/02/12 .. Ala 

04/09/12 .. Jalal 

04/21/12 .. Feast of Ridvan 

04/28/12 .. Jamal 

05/17/12 .. Azamat 

05/23/12 .. Declaration of Bab 

05/29/12 .. Ascension of Bahai’u’llah 

06/05/12 .. Nur 

07/09/12 .. Martyrdom of the Bab 

07/13/12 .. Katimat 

08/01/12 .. Kamal 

08/20/12 .. Asma 

09/08/12 .. Izzat 

09/27/12 .. Mashiyyat 

10/16/12 .. ’llm 

10/20/12 .. Birthday of Bab 

11/04/12 .. Qudrat 

11/12/12 .. Birth of Baha’u’llah 

11/23/12 .. Qawl 

11/26/12 .. Day of Covenant 

11/28/12 .. Ascension of Abdul l-Bahaj 

12/12/12 .. Masail 

12/31/12 .. Sharaf  

Buddhism 

01/23/12 .. Chinese New Year 

02/15/12 .. Nirvana Day 

02/22/12 .. Losar 

05/06/12 .. Wesak 

07/04/12 .. Wassana 

09/30/12 .. Pavarana 

10/01/12 .. Kathina 

12/8/12 .... Bodhi Day 

Back to top. . . 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Christian  

01/06/12 .. Epiphany  

01/06/12 .. Three King’s Day  

01/06/12 .. Christmas – Armenia  

01/08/12 .. Baptism of the Lord 

02/02/12 .. Candlemas Day 

02/21/12 .. Shrove Tuesday 

02/22/12 .. Ash Wednesday – Lent Begins 

03/19/12 .. St. Joseph’s Day  

03/25/12 .. Annunciation  

04/01/12 .. Palm Sunday  

04/05/12 .. Maundy Thursday 

04/06/12 .. Good Friday  

04/08/11 .. Easter 

04/09/12 .. Easter Monday 

05/17/12 .. Ascension 

05/27/12 .. Pentecost 

06/07/12 .. Corpus Christi 

08/15/12 .. Assumption 

11/01/12 .. All Saints’ Day  

11/02/12 .. All Souls day  

11/30/12 .. Saint Andrew’s Day 

12/02/12 .. First Sunday of Advent 

12/06/12 .. St. Nicholas Day 

12/08/12 .. Feast of Immaculate Conception 

12/13/12 .. Santa Lucia Day 

12/25/12 .. Christmas 

Christian 

Orthodox 

01/07/12 .. Christmas 

01/14/12 .. New Year 

01/19/12 .. Timkat/Theophany 

02/27/12 .. Clean Monday  

04/12/12 .. Holy Thursday  

04/13/12 .. Holy Friday 

04/15/12 .. Pasha/Easter 

04/16/12 .. Easter Monday 

04/23/12 .. The Great Sabbath 

05/24/12 .. Ascension 

06/03/12 .. Pentecost 

Back to top. . . 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Hindu 

01/13/12 .. Lohri  

01/14/12 .. Makar Sankranti 

01/28/12 .. Basant Panchami 

02/20/12 .. Shivratri  

03/08/12 .. Holi  

03/23/12 .. Chetra Navratras 

04/01/12 .. Ram Navami 

04/14/12 .. Baisakhi  

08/02/12 .. Raksha Bandhan 

08/10/12 .. Janmashtami 

09/19/12 .. Ganesh Chaturthi 

10/02/12 .. Ganhdi Jayant 

10/16/12 .. Navratri 

10/20/12 .. Durga Puja 

10/21/12 .. Saraswati Puja 

10/24/12 .. Dussehra 

11/02/12 .. Karva Chauth 

11/13/12 .. Diwali 

Islam 

02/04/12 .. Eid-Malad-un-Nabi 

07/20/12 .. Ramadan Begins 

08/14/12 .. Laylat al-Qadr  

08/19/12 .. Eid-ul-Fitr 

10/25/12 .. Day of Hajj (Day of Arfat) 

10/26/12 .. Eid-ul-Adha 

11/15/12 .. 1st Muharram – Islamic New Year 

11/24/12 .. Ashura  

Jain 

04/05/12 .. Mahavira Jayanti 

04/24/12 .. Akshaya Tritya 

08/15/12 .. Paryushana-Parva 

09/20/12 .. Samvatsari 

09/20/12 .. Dashalakshani-Parva 

09/29/12 .. Ananta-Chaturdasi 

09/30/12 .. Ksamavani 

11/13/12 .. Mahavira Nirvana 

11/28/12 .. Lokashah Jayanti 

*Note:  Jewish holidays begin and end at sundown 

 

02/07-08/12 .................. Tu B’Shevat (Arbor Day) 

03/07-08/12 .................. Purim 

04/06-12/12 .................. Pesach/Passover 

04/18-19/12 .................. Yom HaShoah 

05/26-28/12 .................. Shavuot 

07/29/12 ....................... Tish B’Av 

09/16-18/12 .................. Rosh Hashanah/New Year 

09/25-26/12 .................. Yom Kippur 

09/30-10/07/12 ............. Sukkot–Feast of Booths 

10/07-08/12 .................. Shemini Atzeret 

10/08-09/12 .................. Simchat Torah 

12/08-16/12 .................. Hanukkah 

Jewish 

Back to top. . . 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Shinto 

01/01/12 .. Gantan-Sai 

03/20/12 .. Shunki-Sorei-Sai 

07/30/12 .. Oh-Harai-Taisai 

09/23/12 .. Shubun no hi 

12/21/12 .. Tohji Tasai 

Sikh 

01/05/12 .. Guru Gobind Singh’s Birthday 

01/13/12 .. Lohri 

03/08/12 .. Holi 

03/09/12 .. Hola Mohalla (Bikarami) 

04/14/12 .. Baisakhi 

06/16/12 .. Martydom of Guru Arjan Dev 

11/13/12 .. Diwali 

11/24/12 .. Martyrdom of Guru Teg Bahadur 

11/28/12 .. Guru Nanak’s Birthday (Bikarami) 

Wicca 

02/02/12 ... Imbolc 

03/20/12 ... Eostre 

05/01/12 ... Beltane 

06/20/12 ... Litha 

08/01/12 ... Lugnasad 

09/22/12 ... Mabon 

10/31/12 ... Samhain 

12/21/12 ... Yule 

Zoroastrian 

03/16-20/12 ............ Gahambar Hamaspathmaedem 

03/21/12 ................. Now Ruz (New Year) 

03/26/12 ................. Birth of Prophet Zarathustra (Fasli) 

04/30/12-05/04/12 .. Gahambar Maidyozarem  

06/29/12-07/03/12 .. Gahambar Maidyoshem 

08/08-17/12 ............ Fravardeghan 

08/18/12 ................. Now-Ruz (Shenshai) 

08/24/12 ................. Birth of Prophet Zarathustra 

09/12-16/12 ............ Gahambar Paitishahem 

10/12-16/12 ............ Gahambar Ayathrem  

12/26/12 ................. Death of Prophet Zarathustra  

12/31/12-01/04/13 .. Gahambar Maidyarem  

Back to top. . . 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Baha’i   

01/15/12 World Religion Day 

Established by the Bahai’s in the USA.  It is intended to 

foster interfaith understanding and harmony by emphasiz-

ing the common dimensions underlying all religions. 

 

01/19/12 Sultan 

Sultan is celebrated in the 17 month of the Bahai calendar.  

The English translation of Sultan is Sovereignty. 

 

02/07/12 Mulk 

Mulk is celebrated in the 18 month of the Bahai calendar. 

The English translation of Mulk (Arabic) is Dominion. 

 

02/26/12 Intercalary 

Intercalary is a celebration acknowledging Ayyam-i-ha, 

which is adjusting the Bahai year to the solar cycle.  This 

celebration precedes the month of fasting from March 2nd 

to March 20th.  This holiday is celebrated by exchanging 

gifts, parties, and public meetings. 

 

03/02/12 Ala 

Ala is a holiday celebrated in the nineteenth Bahai calen-

dar month, which is also the last month in the Bahai cal-

endar.  To prepare for their new year, Now Ruz, Ala is a 

recognized holiday that begins the 19 day fast. 

 

04/09/12 Jalal 

The 2nd month of the Baha’I calendar.  Jalal means glory. 

 

04/21/12 Feast of Ridvan 

This 12 day festival is the holiest time for the Bahai’s.  

Feast of Ridvan is celebrated to acknowledge the 12 days 

that Baha’u’llah spent in the Garden of Ridvan during 

which time he announced that he was the prophet that the 

Bab had foretold. 

All holy days begin at sunset the day before the date listed and end at sundown on the 

date listed.  The Bahai calendar consists of 19 months with 19 days in each month.  

There are 361 days in a Bahai calendar year. 

04/28/12 Jamal 

Jamal is celebrated for being the first day of the third  

Baha’i month. 

 

05/17/12 Azamat 

Azamat is celebrated for being the first day of the fourth 

month.  Azamat is translated to mean Grandeur in English. 

 

05/23/12 Declation of Bab 

The Bahai faith begins on this day in 1844 with the proph-

et Bab, a messenger to the people of Persia (now Iran) 

announcing that a new prophet would soon be coming to 

bring peace. 

 

05/29/12 Ascension of Bahai’u’llah 

This event is celebrated to recognize the death of  

Bahai’u’llah, the prophet founder of the Bahai faith, and is 

observed at 3:00 p.m., the time of his death. 

 

06/05/12 Nur 

Nur is celebrated for being the first day of the fifth Baha’i 

calendar and translates to Light in English. 

 

07/09/12 Martyrdom of the Bab 

An event observed at noon to commemorate the Bab who 

was accused of rebelling against the government and was 

executed at the age of 31. 

 

07/13/12 Katimat 

Katimat is celebrated for being the first day of the sixth 

month in the Baha’i calendar and translates to Words in 

English. 

More next page... 
Back to top. . . 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

08/01/12 Kamal 

Kamal is celebrated for being the first day of the eighth 

month in the Baha’i calendar and translates to Perfection 

in English. 

 

08/20/12 Asma 

Asma is the first day of the ninth month in the Baha’i  

calendar and translates to Names in English. 

 

09/08/12 Izzat 

Izzat is the first day of the tenth month in the Baha’i  

calendar and translates to Might in English. 

 

09/27/12 Mashiyyat 

Mashiyyat is the first day of the eleventh month in the  

Baha’i calendar and translates to Will in English. 

 

10/16/12 ’llm 

‘llm is the first day of the twelfth month in the Baha’i  

calendar. 

 

10/20/12 Birthday of Bab 

Bab also known as ‘The Gate’ was born in Iran in 1819.  

Baha’is come together for prayers and festivities for this 

holiday 

 

11/04/12 Qudrat 

Qudrat is the first day of the thirteenth month in the Ba-

ha’i calendar and translates to Power in English. 

 

11/12/12 Birth of Baha’u’llah 

Born in 1817 into one of the leading noble families, Ba-

ha’u’llah was called the Glory of God in Persia. 

 

Baha’i (Cont.) 

11/23/12 Qawl 

Qawl is the first day of the fourteenth month in the Baha’i 

calendar. 

 

11/26/12 Day of Covenant 

Abdu’l-Baha was the appointed successor as well as the 

oldest son of Baha’u’llah and designated this day as the 

‘Centre of Covenant’ to unite the community. 

 

11/28/12 Ascension of Abdul l-Bahaj 

Marks the passing of Abdul l-Bahaj in Haifa Israel in 

1921. 

 

12/12/12 Masail 

Masail is the first day of the fifteenth month in the Baha’i 

calendar and translates to Questions in English. 

 

12/31/12 Sharaf 

Sharah is the first day of the sixteenth month in the Baha’i 

calendar. 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Buddhism 

Siddhartha, the founder of Buddhism was born in India, had his first enlightenment at the age of 

35.  Buddhism followers believe that the way to Nirvana is through leading a moral life and 

meditation on the Eight-fold path. They believe in reincarnation and karma. 

01/23/12—Chinese New Year 

A three-day holiday in China and Hong Kong, the Chinese 

New Year is an important Chinese holiday that is celebrat-

ed in many areas with Chinese populations.  While the 

regional customs and traditions vary across regions, it is 

traditional for the Chinese to give out gifts and clean and 

decorate their homes to sweep away ill-fortunes to wel-

come the incoming luck. 

 

02/15/12—Nirvana Day 

Celebrated by some Buddhist on February 28th. Nirvana 

Day is the celebration of Buddha’s death when he reached 

total Nirvana, at the age of 80. 

 

02/22-26/12—Losar 

Tibbetan Buddhist New Year (Year 2139: the Water 

Dragon). 

 

05/06/12—Wesak 

Celebrated as one of the most important Buddhist festi-

vals, Wesak celebrates the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, 

and death. 

 

07/04/12—Wassana 

Recognized as Buddha’s first teaching, Wassana also 

marks the beginning of the 3-month ‘Rains Retreat’ for 

nuns and monks. 

 

09/30/12—Pavarana 

This date marks the end of the intensive practice Buddha 

endured. 

10/1/12—Kathina 

Donations especially robes are given to monks to ex-

press gratitude. 

 

12/8/11—Bodhi Day 

According to traditions, Bodhi marks the day that 

Siddhartha Gautama became the historical Buddha 

by which he experienced his first enlighten. 

Back to top. . . 



 

Developed by Dr. Patreese Ingram and Colleen Bloom, Department of Agricultural and Extension Education 

21 

SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Christian  

01/06/12—Epiphany 

In the Western Church, this day celebrates the journey of 

the three Wise Men to Bethlehem to bring gifts to the in-

fant Jesus.  In the Eastern Church, it is associated with the 

baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. 

 

01/06/12—Three King’s Day 

This day celebrates the day that three wise men visited 

and brought gifts for the Christ child in Bethlehem. 

 

01/06/12—Christmas–Armenia 

 

02/02/12—Candlemas Day 

Christians remember this day as the presentation of the 

baby Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem 40 days after his 

birth. 

 

02/22/12—Ash Wednesday–Lent Begins 

The seventh Wednesday before Easter and the first day of 

Lent, which lasts 40 days. 

 

03/17/12—St. Patrick's Day 

Commemorates the bishop and missionary who evange-

lized Ireland in the 5th century. 

 

03/19/12—St. Joseph’s Day 

On this day, Christians venerate St. Joseph, the husband of 

Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ. 

 

03/25/12—Annunciation 

Celebration takes place for the Annunciation to commem-

orate the day  an angel announced that the Virgin Mary 

would be blessed with a son, Jesus Christ, the son of God. 

 

04/01/12—Palm Sunday 

The Sunday before Easter, Palm Sunday is observed  by 

worship services and parades commentating the day Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

 

04/05/12—Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday) 

Observed as the day that Jesus ate the Last Supper and 

washed the feet of his disciples prior to his arrest and  

crucifixion. 

 

04/06/12—Good Friday 

The Friday before Easter commemorates the death by  

crucifixion of Jesus. 

 

04/08/12—Easter 

Observed in all Western Christian churches, Easter com-

memorates the Resurrection of Jesus. 

 

04/09/12—Easter Monday 

A holiday observed to commemorate the meeting of the 

women at Jesus’ tomb with an angel who assured them that 

Jesus had been resurrected from the death. 

 

05/17/12—Ascension 

This day commemorates the Jesus was taken to Heaven. 

 

05/27/12—Pentecost 

New members of the church are to be baptized on this day. 

 

06/07/12—Corpus Christi 

A celebration in recognition of the Eucharist—the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

More next page... 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

08/15/12—Assumption 

Marks the date in which Mary died and ascended to 

Heaven. 

 

11/01/12—All Saints’ Day 

A day to honor all of the saints. 

 

11/2/12—All Souls Day 

A day to pray for the souls of the faithful who at death 

were not cleansed but prayers are seen as helping cleanse 

the souls so they go to Heaven. 

 

11/30/12—St. Andrew’s Day 

Commemorates the patron saint of ScotlandΦ 

 

12/02/12—First Sunday of Advent 

Christians begin to celebrate the birth of Christ by begin-

ning with Advent which also marks the beginning of the 

Christian church year. 

 

12/06/12—St. Nicholas Day 

Christian celebration of  Saint Nicholas, patron saint of 

children and role model for gift giving. 

 

12/08/12—Feast of Immaculate Conception. 

 

12/13/12—Santa Lucia Day 

Honors St. Lucy and widely celebrated in Scandinavia 

with candlelight and traditional candle-lit processions. 

 

12/25/12—Christmas 

The most widely celebrated holiday of the Western Chris-

tian year, Christmas is observed as the anniversary of the 

birth of Jesus. 

Christian (Cont.) 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Christian 

Orthodox 

01/07/12—Christmas 

Some Eastern churches celebrate the anniversary of the 

birth of Jesus, typically 13 days behind the Western  

calendar. 

 

01/14/12—New Year 

The Eastern church celebrates the New Year on this day. 

 

01/19/12—Timkat/Theophany 

The Eastern Orthodox Church associates Theophany with 

the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. 

 

02/27/12—Clean Monday 

This date begins the forty-days of fasting for Christians 

who chose to make sacrifices to imitate Jesus when he 

also fasted from the desert before his crucifixion. 

 

04/08/12—Palm Sunday 

 

04/12/12—Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday) 

Observed as the day that Jesus ate the Last Supper and 

washed the feet of his disciples prior to his arrest and  

crucifixion. 

 

04/13/12—Good Friday 

The Friday before Easter commemorates the death by  

crucifixion of Jesus. 

 

04/15/12—Pasha/Easter 

Observed in all Western Christian churches, Easter  

commemorates the Resurrection of Jesus. 

04/16/12—Easter Monday 

A holiday observed to commemorate the meeting of the 

women at Jesus’ tomb with an angel who assured them 

that Jesus had been resurrected from the death. 

 

05/24/12—Ascension 

Celebrates the ascent of Jesus Christ into heaven. 

 

06/03/12—Pentecost 

Commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 

disciples of Christ after the Resurrection. 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Hindu 

01/13/12—Lohri 

Celebrated by igniting bonfires to mark the change from 

the decrease to increase in the sun. 

 

01/14/12—Makar Sankranti 

During the winter solstice in the northern hemisphere, the 

Sun changes from the Sagittarius to Capricorn also re-

ferred to as the Makar Sandranti. 

 

01/28/12—Basant Panchami 

In Northern India Hindu’s celebrate the approach of 

spring with yellow colored clothes and food being sym-

bolic for the festival that honors Saraswati, the Goodness 

of Learning, Wisdom and the Creative Arts. 

 

02/20/12—Shivratri 

Shivratri is a festival celebrated every year with offerings 

of leaves to the Lord Shiva and all day fasting. 

 

03/08/12—Holi 

Holi is an annual festival that celebrates spring and other 

events that involves disregarding social norms.  During 

Holi, Hindus attend bonfires where friends and family 

spray each other with powdered and liquid colors. 

 

03/23/12—Chetra Navratras 

Begins a nine day festival of worship and devotion.  This 

festival marks the beginning of the spring season. 

 

04/01/12—Ram Navami 

Ram Navami is Rama, the seventh incarnation of God 

Vishnu’s birthday. Hindus read the Ramayan, a story of 

Rama, during the previous eight days. 

 

04/14/12—Baisakhi 

This day is to observe the first day of the solar year with 

an agricultural festival to celebrate the harvest especially 

in North India. 

 

08/02/12—Raksha Bandhan 

Raksha Bandhan is a Hindu festival that celebrates broth-

erhood and love involving Hindu girls tying a threaded 

amulet or a rakhi on their brothers for protection against 

evil. 

 

08/10/12—Janmashtami 

Hindu’s celebrate the birth of Lord Krishna and remem-

ber his being saved from potential death by the demon 

Kasna. Lord Krishna, born in a prison, was saved by his 

father who secretly hid with a cow herder’s daughter for 

his safety. 

 

09/19/12—Ganesh Chaturthi 

This day is to commemorate and venerate Ganesh, the 

elephant-headed god.  A god who is known as the re-

mover of all obstacles. 

 

10/02/12—Gandhi Jayanti 

Commemorates Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday. 

 

10/16/12—Navratri 

Translates to ‘nine nights’ starting on the new moon and 

ending on Dussehra. Navratri is devoted to honoring the 

goddess Durga. Durga has experienced nine incarnations 

and now has the power of good to destroy demons. 

 

More next page... 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Hindu (Cont.) 

10/20/12—Durga Puja 

Marking the divine creative force of the universe, Durga 

Puja honors the 10-armed goddess Durga, wife of Shiva. 

 

10/21/12—Saraswati Puja 

Commemorates the goodness of knowledge, music, and 

art. 

 

10/24/12—Dussehra 

Celebrates the victory of Lord Ram from defeating the 

demon, Ravan, who stole Lord Ram’s wife. 

 

11/02/12—Karva Chauth 

Upon seeing the moon husbands feed the first bite after 

the Hindu women fast for one-day for well-being and lon-

gevity of their husbands. 

 

11/13/12—Diwali 

Diwali translates to ‘row of lights’ signifying the Hindu 

New Year.  The holiday lasts for five days: Day one is the 

New Year for business; Day two is the triumph of god 

Vishnu over the evil demon; Day three is the Lakshmi, the 

goodness of prosperity visits homes lit by lamps; Day four 

is the Bali worship day; Day five is devoted to brothers 

and sisters. 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

02/04/12—Eid-Malad-un-Nabi 

This date, the day of Prophet Muhammad’s death, 

has been accepted as the date to celebrate his birth 

since his birth date is unknown. It is observed over a 

nine day period with fairs, parades, and feasts. 

 

07/20/12—Ramadan Begins 

Observed as the holiest month in the Islamic Year  

which begins at the sighting of the new moon, Rama-

dan is the time Muslims fast daily from dawn to sun-

set as part of an effort towards self-purification. 

 

08/14/12—Laylat al-Qadr 

Translates to the Night of Power, Laylat al-Qadr  

begins the previous evening and commemorates the 

revelation of the Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad in 

610 CE. 

 

08/19/12—Eid-ul-Fitr 

Marks the end of Ramadan, one of the two major 

religious festivals in Islam, known as Eid al-Fitr, or 

the "Festival of Breaking the Fast." 

 

10/25/12—Day of Hajj (Day of Arafat) 

Muslims perform the annual pilgrimage to Mecca.  

The pilgrimage is one of the five Pillars of Islam.  

All Muslims are expected to perform the Hajj at least 

once in their lifetime. 

10/26/12—Eid-ul-Adha 

Muslims remember and commemorate the trials and 

triumphs of the Prophet Abraham. During the cele-

bration of Eid al-Adha. Muslims commemorate and 

remember Abraham's trials, by themselves slaughter-

ing an animal such as a sheep, camel, or goat. The act 

symbolizes our willingness to give up things that are 

of benefit to us or close to our hearts, in order to fol-

low Allah's commands. 

 

11/15/11—1st Muharram–Islamic New Year 

The first day of Muharram represents the first day of 

the Islamic calendar year and continues for 29-30 

days depending on the sighting of the moon. 

 

11/24/12—Ashura 

The day of Ashura is on the tenth day of the first  

Islamic month and is commemorated by Shi’ite  

Muslims by mourning the martyrdom of Hazrat 

Imam Husain, the grandson of Prophet Muhammad. 

The story of Hazrat Imam Husain at the battle fought 

in Kerbala is retold on this day. 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Jain 

04/05/12—Mahavira Jayanti 

Celebrates the 24th leader of the Jain religion, Lord Maha-

vira’s birthday. 

 

04/24/12—Akshaya Tritya 

On this day Lord Rishabha broke his first year-long fast 

by drinking sugar cane juice. 

 

08/15/12—Paryushana-Parva 

This day is remembered by fasting and worshiping the 24 

realized teachers of the Jain faith known as Tirthankaras 

or Jinas.  While this is the holiest time of the year, it is 

celebrated for eight days. 

 

09/20/12—Samvatsari 

The Shvetambara sect dedicate this day to introspection, 

confession and penance. 

 

09/20/12—Dashalakshani-Parva 

This is a ten day celebration with each day being dedicat-

ed to a virtue: humility, honesty, purity, forgiveness, truth-

fulness, self-restraint, asceticism, study, celibacy and de-

tachment. 

 

09/29/12—Ananta-Chaturdasi 

Also known as the Festival of Ten Virtues that designates 

ten days of fasting and meditation for the Jains. 

 

09/30/12—Ksamavani 

A day of universal forgiveness’ for wrongs committed by 

and to the Jains. 

11/13/12—Mahavira Nirvana 

Jains commemorate this day because Lord Mahavira at-

tained Moksa and celebrates the Festival of Lambs. 

 

11/28/12—Lokashah Jayanti 

On this day, Jains remember the birth of Lonka  

Saha, the 15th century reformer who opposed temple 

worship. 
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Jewish 

02/07-08/12—Tu B’Shevat (Arbor Day) 

While special meals are made that include eating the sev-

en fruits of the land such as wheat, barley, figs, grapes, 

pomegranates, olives and dates, trees are planted, too, on 

this day. It is a holiday known as the New Year for trees 

celebrating Judaism’s roots in the natural world. 

 

03/07-08/12—Purim 

Celebrated annually, Purim is known as the Feast of Lots, 

a feast that commemorates the deliverance of Jews in Per-

sia from the machinations of Haman.  This is a time for 

Jews to dress in costume and give gifts of food to each 

other. 

 

04/06-14/12—Pesach/Passover 

This is one of the most significant holidays and lasts for 

eight days. During this period of time, Jews commemorate 

the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt..  Observant Jews 

do not eat leavened bread, pasta, etc. during Passover. 

 

04/18-19/12—Yom HaShoah 

Yom HaShoah is also known as the Holocaust Memorial 

Day and commemorates the death of all the Jews that lost 

their lives because of the Nazi regime. 

 

05/26-28/12—Shavuot 

This two day feast is also referred to as the Pentecost that 

celebrates the time when the Ten Commandments were 

given to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

 

07/28-29/12—Tish B’Av 

Tish B’Av is a day of fasting and mourning over the de-

struction of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem. 

09/16-18/12—Rosh Hashanah/New Year 

These days mark the first and second day of the  

Jewish New Year and the anniversary of the creation of 

the world. 

 

09/25-26/12—Yom Kippur 

Jews traditionally do not work on this day.  They  fast 

from sunset to sunset during  this ‘Day of Atonement.’  

This day is for Jews to atone their mistakes so they can be 

‘at one’ with God. 

 

09/30-10/07/12—Sukkot–Feast of Booths 

Sukkot is the Feast of Booths which involves a  

harvest festival that lasts for nine days.  During this time, 

huts also called sukkah’s are built outdoors for families to 

eat in to commemorate the time when Israelites would live 

in deserts. 

 

10/07-08/12—Shemini Atzeret 

Celebrated on the eighth day of Sukkot, a day for prayers 

for rain are encouraged. 

 

10/08-09/12—Simchat Torah 

Also known as the Rejoicing in the Torah which is a cele-

bration marking the conclusion of the annual  

cycle of public Torah readings, and the beginning of a new 

cycle. 

 

12/08-16/12—Hanukkah 

Hanukkah is observed for eight days and also referred to 

as the Festival of Lights.  The celebration is to commemo-

rate the victory of the Maccabees, a group of Jews who 

fought for religious freedom over the Syrians and the re-

dedication of the Holy Temple. 

Jewish holidays begin and end at sundown 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

01/01/12—Gantan-Sai  

Gantan-Sai is the Shinto New Year holiday also known 

as the Shogatu. During the seven-day holiday, friends 

and family visit each other wearing their best clothes 

giving their best wishes for the upcoming year. 

 

03/20/12—Shunki-Sorei-Sai 

Ancestors are given reverence at home altars and consid-

ered active members of the living family. Gravesites are 

cleaned. 

 

07/30/12—Oh-Harai-Taisai 

Celebrated mid way through the year, this ritual involves 

a Grand Purification Ceremony where Japanese worship-

pers walk through a ring of woven grass and reeds which 

are place at the entrance of the shrines. 

 

09/23/12—Shubun no hi 

This day is for the Japanese to honor their family ances-

try by visiting their ancestral graves’ and have family 

reunions. Also the Autumnal Equinox Day. 

 

12/21/12—Tohji-Tasai 

With the Sun being of great importance in Japan, this 

day is to celebrate the end of the Yin period of the Sun as 

it begins to decline in strength while the Yang period 

increases in power. 
Back to top. . . 



 

Developed by Dr. Patreese Ingram and Colleen Bloom, Department of Agricultural and Extension Education 

30 

Sikh 

SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

01/05/12—Guru Gobind Singh’s Birthday 

Guru Gobind Singh was the tenth and last living of the 

Guru faith founded the ‘Khalsa’ brotherhood where the 

initiated adopted the five’k’s: Kangha (wooden comb), 

Kara (steel bracelets), Kirpan (sword), Kaccha (pair of 

shorts), and Kesh (long hair). 

 

01/13/12—Lohri 

Celebrated by igniting bonfires to mark the change from 

the decrease to increase in the sun. 

 

03/08/12—Holi 

Holi is an annual festival that celebrates spring and other 

events that involve disregarding social norms.  It includes 

bonfires where friends and family spray each other with 

powdered and liquid colors. 

 

03/09/12—Hola Mohalla (Bikarami) 

This day honors Guru Gobind Singh by having mock bat-

tles fought and martial arts displayed because of his strug-

gle against tyranny. 

 

04/14/12—Baisakhi 

This day is to observe the first day of the solar year with 

an agricultural festival to celebrate the harvest especially 

in North India. 

 

06/16/12—Martydom of Guru Arjan Dev 

The fifth Guru, Martydom of Guru-Arjan Dev was the 

first Sikh martyr executed by the Mughal emperor Jehang-

ir. He built the Golden Temple in Amritsar with doors 

facing all four directions to symbolize Sikh’s beliefs that 

the temple was open to all, regardless of status. 

11/13/12—Diwali 

Diwali translates to ‘row of lights’ signifying the Hindu 

New Year. The holiday lasts for five days: Day one is the 

New Year for business; Day two is the triumph of god 

Vishnu over the evil demon; Day three is the Lakshmi, the 

goodness of prosperity visits homes lit by lamps; Day four 

is the Bali worship day; Day five is devoted to brothers 

and sisters. 

 

11/24/12—Martyrdom of Guru Teg Bahadur 

Martyrdom Guru Teg Bahadur was the ninth of the Ten 

Sikh Gurus and executed in Delhi by the Mughal emperor. 

He died for the Sikh faith as well as religious freedom 

 

11/28/12—Guru Nanak’s Birthday (Bikarami) 

Guru Nanak was the first of the Ten Gurus of the Sikh 

faith and is also responsible for founding Sikh. 
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Wicca 

SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

02/02/12—Imbolc 

Imbolc, also know as Candlemas, comes six weeks after 

Yule and six weeks before the Spring Equinox.  Witches 

honor the Celtic Tripe Goddess Brid.  Brid is goddess of 

fire, inspiration, healing, craftsmanship, and midwifery. 

 

03/20/12—Eostre 

There is a festival on this day to celebrate the beginning 

of spring by lighting fires at sunrise, ringing bells, and 

decorating eggs. 

 

05/01/12—Beltane 

A day to welcome summer where maypole dances take 

place. 

 

06/20/12—Litha 

Litha is celebrated by Wiccans to observe that the Sun is 

at the height of its power providing good harvests. 

 

08/01/12—Lugnasad 

This day celebrates the ancient festival of the first harvest-

ing of grain in August. 

 

09/22/12—Mabon 

Wiccans celebrate the fall equinox and the end of the har-

vest season on this day. 

10/31/12—Samhain 

Traditionally animals were slaughtered to acknowledge 

the beginnings of winter and the spirits of those who have 

died are invited for a final celebration. 

 

12/21/12—Yule 

A Yule tree is decorated with fruit and candles which be-

come lit to represent the sun on this day as part of a ritual. 

This observance is to recognize this night as the longest 

night of the year.  It is also celebrated as the rebirth of the 

sun. 
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Zoroastrian 

SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

03/16-20/12—Gahambar Hamaspathmaedem 

This period of time is to celebrate the creation of human 

beings. 

 

03/21/12—Now Ruz (New Year) 

Seen as a traditional celebration of the ancient Persian 

New Year. Persians and other Indo-Iranian groups start 

preparing for the Nowruz with cleaning their house,  

purchasing and wearing new clothes, and visiting with 

family. 

 

03/26/12—Birth of Prophet Zarathustra (Fasli) 

Zarathustra founded the Zoroastrian religion. 

 

04/30/12–05/04/12__Gahambar Maidyozarem 

Celebrates the creation of the sky. 

 

06/29/12-07/03/12—Gahambar Maidyoshem 

Celebrated as one of the six occurrences of the seasonal 

festivals. Zoroastrians assemble to eat and share food 

communally.  These are joyous occasions in which rich 

and poor meet together, new friendships are formed and 

old disputes resolved. 

 

08/08-17/12—Fravardeghan 

Ten days are dedicated to Fravardeghan for preparation of 

the Now Ruz for those who follow the Shenshai calendar. 

 

08/18/12—Now-Ruz (Shenshai) 

Marks the Zoroastrian New Year and celebrates the crea-

tion of fire on this day on which Zarathustra received his 

revelation. 

08/24/12—Birth of Prophet Zarathustra 

Zarathustra founded the Zoroastrian religion and it 

became the state religion of various Persian empires until 

the 7th Century CE. 

 

09/12-16/12—Gahambar Paitishahem 

Zoroastrian’s celebrate the creation of earth. 

 

10/12-16/12—Gahambar Ayathrem 

This time celebrates the creation of plant life. 

 

12/26/12—Death of Prophet Zarathustra 

This day marks the death of the founder of the Zoroastrian 

faith. 

 

12/31/12-01/04/13—Gahambar Maidyarem 

This day celebrates the creation of animals; also known as 

a time period of sharing food. 

Back to top. . . 



 

Developed by Dr. Patreese Ingram and Colleen Bloom, Department of Agricultural and Extension Education 

33 

CULTURAL AND NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

JANUARY 
  1 ............. New Year’s Day (USA) 

 

FEBRUARY 
  2 ............. Groundhog Day (USA, Canada) 

12 ............. Lincoln’s Birthday 

12 ............. NAACP Founded 

14 ............. Race Relations Day (USA) 

14 ............. Valentine’s Day (USA) 

15 ............. Martin Luther King Day Jr’s Birthday (USA) 

16 ............. World Religion Day (Baha’i) 

19-25 ....... Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week (Christian, Jewish) 

20 ............. President’s Day (USA) 

 

MARCH 

  1 ............. Eagle Dances-American Indian (USA) 

17 ............. St. Patrick's Day (USA) 

 

APRIL 

  1 ............. All Fools Day (Canada, England, UK, USA) 

19 ............. Yom Hashoah: Holocast Memorial Day (Jewish National Day) 

16 ............. Yaqui Deer Dance for American Indians (USA) 

20 ............. National Day of Silence for Gay and Lesbians (USA) 

25 ............. Administrative Professionals Day (USA) 

26 ............. Gathering of Nations Powwow -American Indian (USA) 

27 ............. National Arbor Day (USA) 

 

MAY  
  5 ............. Cinco de Mayo (Mexico, USA) 

  7-13 ....... National Deaf Awareness Week (USA) 

10 ............. Golden Spike Day for Asian Americans (USA)   

13 ............. Mothers Day (USA) 

20 ............. Armed Forces Day (USA) 

28 ............. Memorial Day (USA) More next page... 
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JUNE 

  8-10 . Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival (USA) 

10 ...... Race Unity Day (National)  

14 ...... Flag Day (USA) 

17 ...... Fathers Day (USA) 

19 ...... Juneteenth (USA)  

24 ...... San Juan Day (Puerto Rican)  

28 ...... Stonewall Rebellion Day (USA) 

 

JULY 

  1 ...... Canada Day (Canada) 

  4 ...... Independence Day (USA) 

  5 ...... Independence Day (Venezuela) 

  6 ...... Dalai Lama’s Birthday (Tibet) 

  9 ...... Independence Day (Argentina) 

16 ...... Umi no hi—Ocean Day (Japan)   

20  ..... Independence Day (Columbia) 

21  ..... Independence Day (Belgium) 

24 ...... Pioneer Day (USA) 

26 ...... Independence Day (Republic of Liberia) 

28 ...... Independence Day (Peru) 

31 ...... Feast of St. Ignatius Loyola (Spain) 

 

AUGUST 

14 ...... Obon Festival (Japanese) 

14 ...... Independence Day (Pakistan) 

15 ...... Independence Day (India) 

15 ...... Independence Day (South Korea) 

15 ...... Independence Day (Republic of Congo) 

26 ...... Women’s Equality Day (USA) 

31 ...... Solidarity Day (Poland) 

CULTURAL AND NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

SEPTEMBER 

  3 ............Indpendence Day (Vietnam) 

  3 ............Labor Day (USA) 

  9 ............Grandparent’s Day (USA) 

11 ............Patriot Day (USA) 

15 ............National Hispanic Heritage Month Begins (Mexico) 

22 ............National Deaf Awareness (USA) 

22 ............Octoberfest (Germany) 

23 ............Autumn Feast for American Indian (USA) 

29-30.......Harvest Moon Festival (Chinese Thanksgiving) 

 

OCTOBER 

  8 ............Columbus Day (USA) 

11 ............National Coming out Day (USA) 

16 ............National Boss’s Day (USA) 

31 ............Halloween (USA) 

 

NOVEMBER 

  2 ............Dia de los Muertos - Day of the Dead (Mexico) 

11 ............Veterans Day (USA) 

20 ............Transgender Day of Remembrance (USA) 

22 ............Thanksgiving (USA) 

30 ............Saint Andrew’s Day (Scotland) 

 

DECEMBER 

  1 ............Worlds Aids Day (USA) 

  1 ............Rosa Park’s Day (USA) 

10 ............Human Rights Day (UN) 

12 ............Guadalupe Day (Mexico) 

13 ............Santa Lucia Day (Sweden) 

15 ............Bill of Rights Day (USA) 

26 ............Boxing Day (Canada, U.K) 

26-Jan. 1 .Kwanzaa (African-American/Canadian) 
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